DESERT   DELIGHTS

of chairs, and everything is as dirty as can be. I
much prefer the ordinary caravanserai, which is
found all over Persia. These are generally built
by a wealthy man who wishes to do some "good
deed," to make a name for himself, and gain merit
in Paradise. A caravanserai is not the cleanest spot
on earth ! But after travelling a little you get used
to a certain amount of dirt, and are very much
surprised if by chance you come across a fairly clean
rest-house. These caravanserais are built, as a rule,
in the form of a square, the sides of which are
occupied by rooms leading off the courtyard, the
centre being the resting-place of mules, donkeys,
horses, and all other kinds of animals. At the end
of the stage you fix on the cleanest of these rooms,
and your servant sweeps all the accumulated dirt
and dust of ages into one corner, thus raising a
cloud of dust and disturbing the peace of myriads
of " pilgrims of the desert." After waiting a few
minutes to allow the dust to settle a little, you then
furnish your room for the night by spreading a rug
on the filthy floor, and setting up your travelling
beds, chair, tables, &c. As likely as not, there will
be no door to the room, so you knock in a couple
of nails and fasten a curtain over the doorway to
keep out the prying eyes of your too near and
inquisitive neighbours. Then you begin to think
about your evening meal, and your servant goes off
to bargain and wrangle over some unfortunate fowl,
the result being that in about an hour's time your
dinner is ready, and shortly after you very thankfully
retire to rest, hoping for the best.

The chappa khanehs, or post-houses,  are often
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